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Best sound man
in the business

Few knew the extent ta which he
wis a self-made man, The first
orchestrn he heard, Russell told me,
wias a5 a soldier fighting in the
Philippines in 195, Born and rajsed
in Berwick, a country town near
Philndalphia, his only accoss to
grand performance was Saturday
night opera from the Met on the
radio. His education was meant Lo
end with high school, blore wark-
inp like his Father and grandfather
In acanr plant,

HE war won him a briak
from small lown destinies.
Assigned ta the Signal
Corps after lelling the dean
Board that he engineered
ais awn recordings, he saw combal
against the Japanese and his first
conecrton o night aff in Manila, “1
wasatunned,” he told me onee ovwer
lunch (meals were his main recpe-
atian). He was hearing details in
the archestra that were beyond -
ane else's perception,
Denobbied, he pul BlmselF thirough
collepr on the GBI, taking a deproe
in architecture ond going into prac-
tice in Mew Yok, only fo quit and
fnvent o new profession: theatre
aceustician, The shape of Sound was
changivg, Until the wan, halls were

butilt i brick and wood, in a shoebox  Bursting the stage of Berlin's Philharmonie
drsign with 2000 oid seals and satis: point: hiseiise some had boen found in
factory acoustics. Modernismand the  Johnson the bombed-oul Gewandahaus ar
post-war boamdelivensd concrete W0 in Lucemne Loipzip. At Toronte's Boy Thom-
seaters invaried forms imnd deadenod Where. &% ! son Hall, cloth banners wers hung
souned. That's where Ruseell came in. L froam the rafters ina bid o attena-

Acoustic theory tended tobeamix- usual, he burst atedry sound. Russelleal the non-
fure of musieal mumbo-ambo and - 24 ballcon to sense and talked of unity:
teial and crron Herbeet von Karnjon testthesound  »Mugicians must hear or sense

demanded bits of grecn plnss beneath

CD OF THE WEEK i

igor Raykhelson
Moscow Soloists, Yuri Bashmet
{lccatsr Clistics)
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COMPOSERS wore big losers in the
collapae of communism. Unwantoed in
the new Russia, they dispersed abroad,
seeking a meaggre lvelibhood,
Raykhelson, 48, horn tn Loningead,
plies jozz elubs and chamber halls in
New York. His Little Symphony for
Strings 15 a deceptively classical plece
with lashings of ironic commesntary,
rather like 1he young Prokofiev visitng
thie Chernabyl disaster site, Even mobe

reverberations  what the audience is hearing.”

captivating is a five-minute Adagio for
violn and strings that Yurt Bashmet
delivers tenderly and without virfuosic
showiness ag an internal meditation on
dashed idylls — perfoct for lntenight
listening.

Thee second hall of the dise i jowz
suile or viola, saxophone and band,
part scoved, part improvised, o cross
between New Orleans nostalpia and
Soviet-era samizdat gatherings where
musicians shook of 1 the shackles of state
and Jet it swing for a few hours of Miee
exprossion.

Raykhelson is the latest discovery on
Tocenta Classics, 2 Hritish Inbel devotisd
to neglected composers, He won't be
ignored much lonper

He wenld sit for hours with the
second fiddles, discusing chare-
teristics of sound, what fell right
ardd whiil not, Conduclors samé: to
trust his ears ns much as thetr own,

He preferred to work with bold
architects — Cosar Pelll, 1M Prei,
Jean Nouvel, Zaha Hadid and, lately,
Landan’s upand-coming Foreign
Oifier — and found common graund
with the best of them. Lucerne’s
Movvel said: *am the guarcdian of
the ¢ve, Russ Johnsen is the
praredion of the ean'”

When he Failedd, btowas osually
beeause 4 weak musical manape-
ment refised to hack himagainst a
rampant developer: The Verizon
Hall in Philadelphia Clopped on
opening, much to Russell's ehagrin,
amd Budapest is nol as warm as he
wanted, though both have
improved. Almost all the best zoamd-
ing halls of the past &5 yoears are
Johnson's,

He ass et me that his junior vival,
Larey Kierkegnard, would doa fine
repair job on the Barbican and
Southbimk, as indeed he did. But a
city like London stould nat have
declined to give a hearing to the
visionary of theatre acoustics. Rus-
sell Johngan has lait his mark on the
world, Londan excluded.

Prarih ud shams PG RRLE LLERRLLLCE IO
attract highepending
audienees, Salzburg has
become o hostagt 1o the
capricioustess of celehrity

Fives yoars ago, Netrohko won
stapdomend o recard deal aftor
singing Donna Anmain
Salzburg’s Don Giovanni; she
wis sithsenuently granted
Ansrrian citizenshin Now sl
v s she pleases. FPlimm, a
siraghtAalking theatoe
dirpetor who his just tnken
over in the hleak year adier the
Muozart blowout last summer,
noeds artists of her calibre to
slay loyal until he can reform
the fostival. But lovalty iz
anathema to celebrity, o lesson
thut Salaburg is learning the
hardd way

It should perhaps stody the
BIC Proms, which rations
slars sparingly over elght
weeks, When o big naome
cancels, s Maxim Vengoroy
hios dane this Saturday with a
soripns shoubder complaint,
the gap causes very little
turtmlence in a well-stocked
larder
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Last-minute cancellation:
Anna Metrebko
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